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Water Valley, located in Yalobusha County, is ap-
proximately ninety miles southeast of Memphis, Ten-
nessee and 135 miles north of Jackson, Mississippi. 
Based on 2000 census data, the town comprises a 
population of 3,677 of the 13,369 total for Yalobusha 
County.

George P. Cossar State Park is located in Yalobusha 
County just north of highway 32 and east of Interstate 
55. The park is located on a peninsula-like arm jutting 
into the 42-square mile Enid Lake from which the cur-
rent world record white crappie was caught in 1957 
weighing five pounds three ounces.

Yalobusha County is comprised of rolling hills with 
major crops including timber, cotton, soybeans, corn, 
and cattle.

The Watermelon Carnival held the first weekend 
in August remains the major annual attraction with 
attendance reaching approximately 20,000. It is 
comprised of arts and crafts, street dance, 3K run, 
back-to-back live entertainment, and cash prizes for 
the largest watermelons. This is truly a gala occasion 
where old friendships are renewed and class reunions 
abound.

Water Valley is a small town with a progressive and 
diversified population largely dependent on manufac-
turing as a livelihood. Manufacturing evolved as the 
railroad economy fell on hard times and eventually left 
the town completely. A railroad mural adorns a wall 
on the north end of town as a reminder of “the good 
old days”. The railroad depot has been restored and 
converted into the Water Valley Casey Jones Museum 
which houses an impressive collection of artifacts and 
documents and includes a banana car and caboose 
open to the public. The public schools are fully accred-
ited by Mississippi standards and higher education is 
easily accessible at Northwest Community College or 
the University of Mississippi.

Religion plays a major role in the community. Most 
major denominations are represented, providing a 
place of worship for everyone.
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The information shown on this map, while not guaranteed by SE Map Solutions 
Inc, has been obtained from local sources.  Any changes, errors or omissions 
brought to our attention will be included in our next edition.
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